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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 03316 212012Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-10 10-13 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-01 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 CTME-00 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 SP-02 SOE-02 
OMB-01 DOE-11 / 1 27 W 

109687 212333Z/73 

R 212006Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5020 
INFO AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION GENEVA 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 03316 

USEEC 

GENEVA ALSO FOR USMTN 

E.O.l 1652:GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, GATT. UK, JA 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE UK RESTRICTIONS ON AUTOMOBILE IMPORTS: 

EC ANGLE 

REF: LONDON 2626 

1 . REFTEL INDICATES THAT UK IS CONSIDERING SAFEGUARD 
ACTION AGAINST JAPANESE AUTOMOBILE IMPORTS UNDER TERMS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 03316 212012Z 

OF 1962 UK-JAPAN TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVIGATION. EC 
REGULARLY EXTENDS TO MEMBER STATES AUTHORITY TO MAINTAIN 
IN OPERATION TREATIES SUCH AS THIS. EC OFFICIAL JOURNAL 
OF OCTOBER 19, 1977, VOLUME 20, NUMBER L 267 CONTAINS 
THE TEXT OF AN EC COUNCIL DECISION AUTHORIZING QUOTE 
THE TACIT RENEWAL OR CONTINUED OPERATION, UNTIL 31 
DECEMBER 1979 END QUOTE OF A NUMBER OF TREATIES OF 
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FRIENDSHIP, TRADE AND NAVIGATION BETWEEN MEMBER STATES 
AND THIRD COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THE UK-EC TREATY OF 1962. 

2. AN INFORMED COMMISSION OFFICIAL INDICATED THAT 
POSSIBILITY FOR UK TO ACT IS BROAD SINCE AUTOMOBILES 
ARE NOT AMONG THOSE LIBERALIZED PRODUCTS ON WHICH 
MEMBER STATES MAY NOT TAKE THEIR OWN RESTRICTIVE ACTIONS. 

NORMAL PROCEDURE WOULD BE FOR UK TO INFORM COMMISSION 
AND OTHER MEMBER STATES IN ADVANCE OF PROBLEM AND OF 
ACTION IT WAS CONSIDERING TAKING. IN AN EMERGENCY 
SITUATION, HOWEVER, BECAUSE PRODUCT IS NOT ON LIBERALIZED 
LIST, UK COULD THEORETICALLY ALSO ACT FIRST AND INFORM 
REST OF EC LATER. HINTON 
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